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sat in judgment on the case with a timely " present ", got
more than his share—at least according to Hesiod ; and
then, having by feckless improvidence soon got into difficul-
ties, threatened Hesiod with further proceedings, no doubt
by way of complaining that his hard brother refused to
share all his substance with him, while suppressing the fact
that he had had a full share already.
That, then, was the origin of Hesiod's famous poem.
It began as a poem of Expostulations with an Unsatisfactory
Brother : " But, Perses, do you lay this up in your heart.
Let not strife, the joy of the evil, turn your heart away
from work, as you gape at law-suits and listen in the
place of assembly. There is little good to be got from quarrels
and courts, for the man who has not got his food laid up
for the whole year, in good time. . . . When you have got
enough of that you may raise quarrelling and strife about
another's goods ; but as for you, you shall not have a chance
to do it again—no, come, let us now decide our dispute
by righteous decisions that are from Zeus and are good.
For ere now we divided an inheritance, and you went off
with much more than your share, by giving glory to the
kings [i.e. nobles], the devourers of gifts, who would like-
to judge this case " (lines 27-39). These underhand attempts
to get rich quick do not pay a poor man, though they pay
the judges all right. It really is better to work; and, adds
Hesiod, if you will work, I will tell you how to do it. It is
thus and thus. . . .
But after the manner of books, the poem expanded.
Hesiod ended by putting into it miscellaneous hints on
farming—especially the star-lore that was so important
to the man who would get his work done in good time—
and on one's duty to one's neighbour, and on things that
it is " unlucky " to do; and his answer to the questions
why we have to work so hard, and why the world is such
a thoroughly grim place; and he tacked on at the end of
it his " Days ", the famous list of lucky and unlucky days
of the month. In short, it is Hesiod's advice to the world
in general, on life. The address to Perses ends by being

